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E"‘E"“‘iHE planist now playing &t the KL Hilton's
Malaeea Grill s Ms June Tan Sool Ee, When
E. we met at & pre-arranged interview last Fri-

day night at the XL Hiiton, she had not started

pleying her piuno for the evening.

She 15 2 llttle shy of publicity end was a little
uncomiaorieble in answering questions,

The meeling was, in fact, the ides of Ms Eliza-
Leth Soo, Lhe hotel's publie relations manager,

June starts her nightly threee and a helf sets at
T.a0pm. Each get is 30 minutes long with a 15 min-
ute break in botween ;

She does not perform on weekends.

Twenty-cight-year-old June is small buill and
locks more like o schoalgirl with her curly hair
and sieel-rimmed spectacles than & piens plaver
in & classy joint,

She hasbeon tinkling with the plane «t th= Hilton
for the past month and has two more months to go
in her contract,

The kind of music she plays (s soothing to the
cers and helps provide the mocd fer the restzur
ants’ cllentele 1o enjoy thelr fare that much more.

Bestauran!s are stil] restavrants, however, and
very few peopie trequent the place just for the mu-
&le.

She I not unduly worrled. though, because ell
zhe ever wanted was to play her pizns end sing in
same obscure litle cerner, “where peaple don't
#maoke but just listen to her play "

After pll thia i8 her first {full-time =int after o
serles of semi-pro and charlty coneerl sopear-
ances singrag insplratlonal songs

She is the product of a musical family. Fer firat
exposure to music was through her late father, Mr
Robert Tan, who led 2 3-man bend, The Chempaka
Treil,

“He used to play 2! all the big holels In Peneng
pack ther, like for example, his band olayed &t the
Ambassedor when it opened for businens.

“My [ather was s sell-laughl mustcisn gnd when
e xenl ne o study elarsics] plane musle formally
ne came along Lo study, tog.”

Mr Tan passed sway eoighl years aga leaviag

I'HE SHY PIAY

Odune Tan oflers xoothing music Wth her ivory keye in Malucca Grill

June, who was then atill In Form five, o care {er
the famiiy.
“The suryiving band members still play at the
Itasz Savang holel {in Penang) teday.”
June was already 12kIng oo & pari-time job rz &
| the Yeamalha school of muaic

snnzlc inxlneclor with

ia Penang when ahe was in Form slx.

=1 did [t lnltially while In Farm five becauae [
Uked Lhe pockel money bul when my fether die 11
pueased going inlo music to support my teo
younger Eisters in their studles became the na-
tural thing ta de.”

&
While she was walting [or ber A-Level resul
she was offered & three-month orgea instruelor
Jjob by Yamaha, ;

“The pifer wes in Kola Kinabslu and ea I g
atuck there for A while ™

Ehe recalled, however, an unhappy incident in
pub in Sahah where she was playing which has le
&n "indelible mark an her™. -

She was playing her ususl repertoire whed
pregnant woman sealed quite & distenee from h
reguested that she played softer 1

“And I have been playing softly whenever the
are poople sliting close 1o me ever sinee,” reveal
June.

Her tisteners during the Interview, which con|
prised tweo journalists and Ms Elizabelh Sof
raised their eyebrows in surprise at this kil 4
news.

“Na, no, vou shouldnt cramp your style, ng
Plev as you feel like, June. You sound better, no
said Elizabelh.

Aller some cozxing from her lisleners, sh
agreed that 1t would not help her career If she we
to stifle her play. £

Work was sitling down st her plzoo &nd setlin
forth some of the most beautiful tunes that one
hear and are familiar with. :

Her rendering of several golden oldles from th
Inte 60s and carly 70s just bowled over her lis
teners. Lk

“1 can never play as good as my favourite plen
players Oscar Peterson and Peler Nero (who ar
two American jorz planc players),” sald Jund
whaoae favourile singers are Barbra Strelannd ao
Sandi Pattl .

"1 really didn't plan Lo go lnto muele full-tim
inltially,” she sald, adding that it wes all fated t
heppen. !

nee, for the fun of it, June seng with the Ja
males. & group alao performing &t the same hote

A miember of the group, Davld Gomes. wh
bumped into this reporter afier the inlerview, ba
cnly good things 10 s&y ebout her einging. L

“I'd like tosing U I were given the chance,” Jun
had zaid but unfortunately her contract Le gnly (o
her to tinkle her plang. :




